My dad, William “Bill” Vernell Seitz, of the United States Marine Corps, was part of Operation Blue 
Bat, which is notable as being the first invasion into the Middle East by the United States during the 
Lebanese Crisis. 


The 1958 Lebanese Crisis was a Lebanese political crisis caused by political and religious tensions in 
Lebanon. U.S. President Eisenhower responded by authorizing Operation Blue Bat on July 15, 1958. This 
was the first time the United States intervened to protect regimes it considered threatened by international 
communism. The plan was to occupy and secure Beirut Airport and the port of Beirut and areas towards 
the city. This lasted, I believe, about 3 months. Finally, a compromise was reached and troops were 
withdrawn. There were about 1,000 allied casualties (mostly government forces) and 5,000+ opposition 
casualties. 


My dad said that on the way there, they were not told of their mission until they had landed at shore. As 
they got off the ship, planes flew overhead, dropping thousands of these flyers from the skies. My dad 
saved one. The man in the picture is President Eisenhower, 34th US President. I had someone that spoke 
the language translate this flier: 


To the honorable Lebanese Community: 

The army of the United States has entered your country based upon a request from your government. 
These armed forces are here to help with your efforts to free Lebanon in the face of those who wish to 
interfere with your business and those who wish harm and danger on your country. The officers of army 
men of America have left their homes in order to help in defending your operation/approach in life, your 
belongings, and your families. They will leave your country as soon as the United States takes proper 
measures to ensure the freedom of Lebanon. 


Lovingly, Carla Welsh (nee Seitz) 
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